
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 13, 2008 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My name is John Ward, and I am a member of the Minnesota House of 
Representatives.  I'm writing in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking released January 24, 2008, regarding MB Docket No. 02-233. 
 
I am deeply concerned that the proposed localism rulemaking may result in 
less local control of local area broadcasting and station management.  I am 
familiar with the FCC's Report on Broadcast Localism and Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking.  It is my belief that several of the initiatives described in the 
Report could have severe negative consequences for businesses in my 
community. 
 
In particular, I am concerned that the proposal to require studios to locate in 
the cities where they are licensed will impose undue costs on local stations.  
Additionally, I am concerned that advisory board requirements will bind the 
hands of station owners, unfairly restricting their ability to make basic 
business and programming decisions.  Furthermore, I have grave 
reservations to federally imposed requirements for locally produced 
programming.  Stations have to compete for audience members; this provides 
sufficient insurance that stations will be responsive to local market demands.  
 
The legislative district I serve is home to BL Broadcasting, Inc, which 
operates nine radio stations in Central Minnesota.  BL Broadcasting has 
been an excellent corporate citizen and a valuable community partner.  Its 
stations routinely work with local organizations to help raise awareness of 
various public service initiatives.  They constantly air stories about local 
news, conditions, and events.  In particular, BL Broadcasting's WJJY station 
is a visible presence at many community events.   
 



Many of the proposals the FCC is considering would be detrimental to BL 
Broadcasting and its community outreach efforts.  Compliance with the 
proposed standards would create significant costs for BL Broadcasting, and 
would unfairly proscribe their business practices.  This is a company that 
constantly solicits feedback and has built a strong  
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relationship with the communities it serves.  Proposing additional advisory 
requirements is neither warranted nor advisable. 
 
BL Broadcasting, Inc is a fixture within my community.  I strongly urge you 
to reconsider the proposed rules and the negative unintended consequences 
they may sow.  Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
John Ward 
State Representative 


